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Freie Universitat

Joint digital, international teaching
formats — How to implement
collaborative blended courses

Contributing partner: Universidad Complutense de
Madrid
PA5: Organization of collaborative online courses

PAS8: How to support blended learning?

Explore the world with us!
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v’ Strengthening international cooperation in the Una Europa alliance

Freie Universitat [/ Sz Berlin
NS

European Universities Engagement

v Experimenting joint online and blended courses
v" Internationalisation through international learning
v Virtual / blended mobility as complementary offer and stepping stone
to physical mobility
v Increase mobility and enable all students to gain international experience

= provide learnings on how to implementJBCs
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Freie Universitat ([

Experimentation

Objectives: Experimentation:

v identify challenges in designing, planning, » Designing the international blended
organising, and teaching a joint international course: 8 online sessions + 2 face-
blended course to face-sessions in July 2022

e Planning and organisation

v determine the potential for international ) :
* Applying for funding to cover travel

learning

costs
v identify needs of students and teachers . Official start: 25t April 2022
 Face-to-face @ FUB: 8./9. July 2022
Evaluation:

Digital Tools:
LMS: Blackboard
 VC: Cisco Webex Meetings

e Qualitative short interviews with teachers and
teaching support staff

e Questionnaires for students
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EU Partners:

e Freie Universitat Berlin

» Jagiellonian University Krakow
e Dublin City University

e Universitadi Bologna

e University of Edinburgh

e University College London

* LinnaeusUniversity

Other Partners:

e University of Hawai‘i Hilo

e Delhi University

e Al Farabi Kazakh National University
* Rutgers University

e St. Mary’s University, Texas
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SUSTAINABLE FUTURES [V

Course characteristics: Multidisciplinary, The course explores the complex multidimensional patterns

. . . present in United Nations SDGs.
United Nations SDGs, Blended learning The course encourages cross-cultural diversity, ethical and

sustainability values including artistic practices in a global
Module 1 - 2 ECTS following curriculum.
asynchronous webinar lectures of the

Sustainable Futures course and doing3 ® ' COMPLUTENSE Studies on Intermedality and Intercultural
a Ct i Vi t i es Of th ei r Ch O i Ce (fro m Fe b . to - Laboratorios, seminarios y otras instalaciones
A p ri I ) SIIM Description SIIM Projects KnowledgeTransfer Projects S\L\I\:t:\\ljuw:s& SIIM Publications

Portada / Eurasia Foundation: crass-cultural partnerships / Eurasia Foundation: cross-cultural partnerships / Eurasia Foundation-Complutense 2022 Lectures

Module 2 - 2 ECTS "Global perspectives Eurasia Foundation-Complutense 2022 Lectures
on sustainability transformations” EENESEENNES | | Sustminable Futures':ha S.TE'L\‘Mapprfafh
Exchange program with Freie Universitat R @ U =5 (=)

Module 1- 2 ECTS for following webinar lectures and doing 3 activities (own
chaice) (Feb.14 to April 8)

students. Online 2 hours (Mondays) : ko
Apr|| 25’ May 9’ May 16, May 23’ May Thiscwse‘lspmo“mnz"s ® Introduction: "The Relevance ofthe United Nations 2030 Agenda for

List of SDGs and Profs. associated to each goal.

Sustainable Development from the Perspective of Project Managers and
hub of the European Union Practitioners”
erthold Kuhn Freie Universitat Berlin

REGISTRATION for Spring 2022

30, June 13, July 4

Dillav 1 Carial Denmracs 2nd Laalih

https://www.uc m.es/siim/eurasia-foundation-complutense-2022-lectures-webinars
https://www.fu-berlin.de/vv/de/Ivi733557 ?query=kuhn&sm=682080 6



Objectives

Introduce undergraduate students to UN Sustainable Development
Goals SDGs

Establish an interdisciplinary dialogue between STEM and STEAM
disciplines

Test blended learning approaches as an online form of mobility
exchange and intercultural education experiences

Enable online exchange discussion between Complutense Univ. &
Freie Univ. students on the topic of Sustainability

Enable a face-to-face exchange at Freie Univ. Berlin




Module 2
"Global perspectives on sustainability transitions"
Exchange program with Freie Universitat students

Online 2 hours (Mondays): April 25, May 9, May 16,

May 23, May 30, June 13, July 4

Taught by

PD Dr. Berthold M. Kuhn / berthold.kuhn@fu-
berlin.de

Prof. Asun Lopez-Varela / alopezva@ucm.es
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DESCRIPTION

This course introduces sustainability concepts and pays special attentionto the
United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 17 SDGs. The
2030 Agenda covers social, economic, and environmental aspects and has
developed into a powerful reference framework for diverse stakeholders at
international, national and local level. The course will also pay attention how
different academic disciplines work with sustainability concepts and present
examples how sustainability impacts upon cultural representations (for instance
in art, literature, etc.).

The course is taught in a blended format: it starts with online sessions and ends
with a face-to-face phase at the Freie Universitat Berlin (on campus). Part of the
online sessions will be conducted in a flipped classroom format, in which students
will become the main actors. Students of FU Berlinand UC Madrid will form
mixed groups and produce a poster on a sustainability theme or SDG goal. The
poster will be presented online and/or in a poster exhibition event organised by
FU Berlin on July 13, 2022. It should be submitted by July 11, 2022.

The highlight of the course will be a simulation game (“Global Solutions”) taking
place on July 8 and 9 on the campus of FU Berlin. The simulation game will
address the complexities and interconnectedness of many of the current global
challenges. During the simulation game participants will identify the disparate
interests of different stakeholders and the potential need for trade-offs. They will
recognize collaboration as animportant element in finding and working towards
solutions.

Link to the course:

https://www.fu-berlin.de/vv/de/lv/733557?query=kuhn&sm=682080



https://www.fu-berlin.de/vv/de/lv/733557?query=kuhn&sm=682080

Course Schedule & Timeframe

April 25 to July 4 online Mondays 10:15to 11:45

 April 25 Introduction UN SDG 2030 Agenda Simulation Game)
eBa%(]A(\)Iﬁ/]I;Ir(]B + [30 min for students getting to know July 8 Fr Simulation Game 6 hours

July 9 Sa Simulation Game 6 hours
« May9Thel7SDGs| BK (AL)

. May 16 |nterd|sc|p||nary approaches to ULY 11-12 SUBMISSION OFGROUP PROJECT

sustainability (theory and practice) Pillar 1. AL (BK) .g. choosing one SDG (focus SDG progress or case
tudy country, city); sustainability challenges in

* May23 The 17SDGs 1 BK imulation game country; example of cultural
» May 30 Interdisciplinary approaches to epresentation of sustainability

sustainability (theory and practice) AL (BK)
. June 13 Interdisciplinary approaches to ULY 13 PRESENTATION OF GROUPPROJECT

sustainability gheory and practice) + Group . -7 pm
formation for final presentations and simulation otal hours: 28
game AL online sessions = 12 hours

o After June 13; Q/Asessions Prof. Kuhn & Lopez- face-to-face sessions (July 8-9) = 12 hours
Varela, group work on final multimodal =~ [A sessions =4 hours ECTS requirements
pretsen'%atlons (i.e. poster, podcast, video) guided by
Instructors

* July 4 Intro Simulation Game (PP, BK, AL)




1

‘Sustainable Development:
the cross-over concept

2030 Agenda: Goals, Targets, Indicators

17
SDGs

169 Targets

232 global indicators

Bearable Eq"'mbfe to follow-up and review
” progress
Sustainable —
Implementation via national

planning processes, policies,

Environment Viable Ec on()Inic strategies and frameworks

Faositioning geospatial information to address global challenges
United Nations Secretariat

Global Geospatial Information Management

ggim.un.org

Source: Johann Dréo (2006), wikipedia (en).



On April 25, students receive an introduction to the
contents of the course, the methodology and the
schedule.

On May 9 and 30, students receive more detailed
knowledge about the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, the 17 SDGs and their relation to
Global Megatrends from Dr. Kuhn.

On May 16, May 23 and June 13 Prof. Lopez-Varela
introduces Flipped classroom activities
https//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flipped classroom part
of a STEAM approach (to be explained to students).

Evaluation for this course includes

a)

b)

Three group activities to choose from
https://www.ucm.es/siim/sustainab le- futures-
activities

Final group presentation that can take a multimodal
format; in other words, it can be a poster, podcast,
video.

Participation in the simulation game (“Global
Solutions™) to be played on site 8-9 July 2022

Methodological

Framework

STEM

Science,
Technology,
Engineering,

ART,
Mathematics

STEAM

Science,
Technology,
Engineering,
Mathematics

Image representing complexity and
intra-inter-relationships among SDGs
across the world.

From A Guide to SDG Interactions:
From Science to Implementation.
International Council for Science.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flipped_classroom
https://www.ucm.es/siim/sustainable-futures-activities

“Dree upon & pie” competition [ext 3 Harkes
receive 1004, 200€ sad J00K prize)
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Sustainable Futures
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https://www.ucm.es/siim/sustainable-futures-activities

July 4. Online Introduction
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July 8-9 . Face-to-Face Interaction@Freie U

Participant students from Freie Universitat and from
Complutense Madrid meet face-to-face to play the game
“Global Solutions”

https://www.planpolitik.de/english/

This simulation game addresses the complexities and
interconnectedness of many of the current global
challenges.

During the simulation game participants will identify the
disparate interests of different stakeholders and the
potential need for trade-offs.

They will recognize collaboration as an important element
in finding and working towards solutions.

Soft skills to be learnt in the process include >>>>

Time Management . . Resilience, Curiosity

Emotional Intelligence @ @ Coaching Mindset
Continuous Learning @ « Project Management

\ @ Creativity
e
Collaboration & Critical Thinking &

Teamwork Problem Solving

/


https://www.planpolitik.de/english/

Major Challenges U®E&

METHODOLOGICAL SHORTCOMINGS A,

S e N
o Dissimilar timetables at FU and UCM " | '- _
o Different forms of approaching learning b i publc i Gainan undertandingof the e ;
PP g g by L) implenentationof the Re-craft the Local-Global el (e
FU and UCM students and actionstoimplement - . buildingin order toinspire ey aspects ty
Sustainabil Sustainable Development Maker Relationship and B .
. jtyby meansof a Goals S0Gs atalllvels local ideas and projects
o Diverse forms of assessment R e Lk Small-scale local embedded
g 9. q nala i | | \ /
0 A certain passivity (shyness) on the part of actions. )
students when it comes to participation, - — 7 e the role of disital
Explore the role of digita
groupwork, etc. Provide knowledge-based technologies in local-
contr_ibution to th_e po_li_cy- global relationships
METHODOLOGICAL STRENGTHS making on Sustainability regarding Sustainability
v’ Excellent tech support on the part of René
Perfolz at FU
v' Adequate online facilities provided by FU
(Webex + Blackboard) Bring the human and non-
v Good understanding and collaboration Thi“kfcl'f":jnovﬁ_ﬂ“e defmS h”"“;ﬂ_"i“;lo eqluitt_ab'eh‘f?“d
7 or leadersnip an sustainable relationships
be_tween Dr. Kuhn &_PI’Of. Lopez-VareIa organisation in order to maintain
v Wide range of material offered to students, ecosystems.
includes videos online and activities, as | _/—“\mm macofesti) _ Establish ethically-grounded ammm—
well as a book by Dr. Kuhn . inequalitiesin the value chains from source | '
v' Good number of students registered MEGA iwﬁﬁw Sggfiz't?n?‘%gh ':Lif:fﬂ:: Connectth Sustinabe
(Aprox. 26: 13 from each university) TRENDS e pporpieet) “use and ling Development Gols SOGs to
. mahdnmmhasml re-use and recycling mml;whaﬂd
v Good balance of students from different _ asthe transfer and exchange R TARTERE
disciplines and cultural backgrounds for | ofinowhowandbest
intercultural dialogue oy A\~ 4
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1.9 Freie Universitat
U Policy Implications - Discussion

v'Blended Intensive Programmes (BIP)

v' Erasmus+ programme generation 2021-2027

v development of short, intensive and joint curricula and activities

v' physical group mobility (5-30 days) combined with a virtual phase
v' minimum of 15 learners

v atleast3 ECTS

v' at least 3 ECHE universities from 3 different programme countries
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U

— Shortcomings of BIPs

— no requirements for the virtual phase

— relationship between virtual and face-to-face phases not clarified
— elLearning support services not mentioned

— only one attendance phase at one of the participating HEIs

— implementation as “enhancement of an existing programme” (7)
seems difficult

. . e LR .
Freie Universitat [/ Sz Berlin
S

Policy implications - Discussion

René Perfolz & Asun Lopez-Varela: Joint digital. international teaching formats, 01.06.2022 16
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Many Thanks!

René Perfolz: rene.perfoelz@cedis.fu-berlin.de
Asun Lopez-Varela: alopezva@ucm.es

CeD1S
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